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To honor and celebrate the 
heritage of author Norman 
Maclean, Alpine Artisans Inc. 
(AAI) is hosting the “In the 
Footsteps of Norman Maclean 
Festival,” July 10-13, 2015. The 
inaugural literary festival will be 
held annually in Seeley Lake and 
on the Blackfoot River. It will 
highlight Maclean’s work and life 
through tours, talks and workshops 
lead by those who knew him best 
including his son, John Maclean 
and editorial director for the 
University 
of Chicago 
Press Alan 
Taylor. 

The idea 
for the 
f e s t i v a l 
or iginated 
in the 
AAI’s Open 
Book Club 
p r o g r a m . 
To date the 
club has 
hosted 55 
authors in 
their author 
series at 
the Grizzly 
C l a w 
T r a d i n g 
C o m p a n y. 
The Open Book Club has been 
one of AAI’s most successful 
programs.

“We are a real literary 
community,” said Festival Director 
Jenny Rohrer. “There is a great 
response to literary events because 
people love going to a place and 
experiencing it without changing 
it. They appreciate the small town 
aspects.”

According to Rohrer, Maclean 
changed the literary landscape 
of not only Montana but also 
American literature. His first 
book, “A River Runs Through 
It,” quickly assumed a permanent 
place in the highest ranks of late 
20th-century American literature. 

The festival is designed to 
take a serious look at Maclean’s 

July Festival to Feature Norman 
Maclean

fiction and non-fiction literature. 
Speakers and scholars who will 
focus on Maclean’s works include: 
forest ranger Laird Robinson 
who walked the Mann Gulch 
with Maclean during Maclean’s 
investigation; Maclean’s son, 
author and reporter John Maclean; 
Alan Thomas the editorial director 
at the University of Chicago 
Press and editor of Maclean’s 
posthumous “Young Men and 
Fire”; and current and past 
smokejumpers. Also tentatively 
scheduled is keynote speaker and 
author Peter Dexter who wrote 
“The Old Man and the River” for 

Esquire Magazine in the mid-80’s 
featuring Maclean.

Festival events will be held on 
the Blackfoot, in Seeley Lake at 
the Double Arrow Resort and at 
nearby Camp Paxson on Seeley 
Lake.  

Saturday centers on Maclean’s 
writings and the film, “A River 
Runs Through It.” 

Camp Paxson was the site of 
the nation’s first smokejumper 
training center and will host 
Sunday’s activities focused on 
“Young Men and Fire” and the 
heritage of smoke jumping in 
Montana. 

Monday’s events feature a 
Writer’s Workshop and a tour 
of Mann Gulch, the scene of the 

tragic wildfire documented in 
“Young Men and Fire.”

Also included in the festival 
are tours of the actual fishing 
holes described in “A River Runs 
Through It” and updates on the 
successful conservation efforts on 
the Blackfoot River.  

“This festival is really 
ambitious,” said Rohrer. “It is 
perfect for Montana’s branding 
because it is an authentic, small 
town festival to celebrate a world 
renowned author. We expect it to 
bring several hundred people into 
the community.” 

AAI has received three grants 
from the 
Seeley Lake 
Community 
Foundation, 
T o u r i s m 
Montana for 
publicity and 
the Burbick 
Foundation. 
L o c a l 
historical and 
conservation 
organizations 
p a r t n e r i n g 
with AAI for 
the festival 
i n c l u d e 
the Big 
B l a c k f o o t 
C h a p t e r 
of Trout 
Un l imi t ed , 

Big Blackfoot Riverkeeper, 
Clearwater Resource Center, 
Seeley Lake Community 
Foundation and Seeley Lake 
Historical Society.

“Alpine Artisans is very proud 
of the dedicated involvement of 
the Open Book Club to bring a 
festival of this magnitude to our 
area,” said AAI Co-President Kris 
Gullikson. “The support of the co-
sponsoring agents is appreciated 
and the events are coming along 
according to their plan. This event 
will bring awareness of the area’s 
historical significance and beauty to 
everyone who attends and beyond!”

For more information about the 
program and to take a brief survey 
about featured and offered events 
visit www.macleanfootsteps.com 

677-9229

New 
Years Eve 
Special at

1 lb of Steak & 
1 lb of King Crab Legs 

for $55

Basic nutrition and exercise information 
will be available at the gym or via email!

4th Annual Optimal Fitness 
Biggest Loser Challenge!

677-7732 ~ optimalfitnessgym@yahoo.com

Weigh-in any day in 
January with final weigh-

in 12 weeks from your 
original weigh-in date.
1st Place ~ Cash Prize

2nd Place ~ Flat Screen TV
3rd Place ~ 8 inch Tablet

$30 Entry Fee 
(Does not include gym membership or training)

MISSOULA – This year was 
another strong year for tourism in 
Montana according to preliminary 
2014 numbers gathered by the 
Institute for Tourism and Recreation 
Research at the University of 
Montana (ITRR). Nearly 11 million 
nonresidents visited Montana and 
spent more than $3.9 billion in the 
Treasure State in 2014.

Nonresident visitation appears 

2014 Strong Year for 
Montana Tourism

to be the same or slightly lower 
than 2013. While the number of 
individuals may have dropped 
slightly from 2013, the number of 
travel groups increased during the 
past year. Spending by nonresidents 
grew by four percent in the first 
quarter of the year, 20 percent in the 
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